“Then he told them many things in parables,
saying: "A farmer went out to sow his
seed. 4 As he was scattering the seed, some
fell along the path, and the birds came and
ate it up. sSome fell on rocky places, where
it did not have much soil. It sprang up
quickly, because the soil was shallow. ¢ But
when the sun came up, the plants were
scorched, and they withered because they
had no root. 7 Other seed fell among thorns,
which grew up and choked the plants. 8 Still
other seed fell on good soil, where it
produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty
times what was sown.

18 jsten then to what the parable of the
sower means: ¥ When anyone hears the
message about the kingdom and does not
understand it, the evil one comes and
snatches away what was sown in their heart.
This is the seed sown along the path. 20The
seed faling on rocky ground refers to
someone who hears the word and af once
receives it with joy. 21 But since they have no
root, they last only a short fime. When
trouble or persecution comes because of
the word, they quickly fall away. 2The seed
faling among the thorns refers to someone
who hears the word, but the worries of this
life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke
the word, making it unfruitful. 23 But the seed
falling on good soil refers to someone who
hears the word and understands it. This is the
one who produces a crop, vielding a
hundred, sixty or thirty times what was
sown.”

Matthew 13.1-8, 18-23
NIV



25-26 “|f you decide for God, living a life of
God-worship, it follows that you don't fuss
about what's on the table at mealtimes or
whether the clothes in your closet are in
fashion. There is far more to your life than the
food you put in your stomach, more to your
outer appearance than the clothes you
hang on your body. Look at the birds, free
and unfettered, not fied down to a job
description, careless in the care of God. And
you count far more to him than birds.

What I'm trying to do here is to get you to
relax, to not be so preoccupied
with getting, so you can respond to
God’s giving. People who don't know God
and the way he works fuss over these things,
but you know both God and how he works.
Steep your life in God-reality, God-initiative,
God-provisions. Don’'t worry about missing
out. You'll find all your everyday human
concerns will be met.

34 “Give your entire attention to what God is
doing right now, and don't get worked up
about what may or may not happen
tomorrow. God will help you deal with
whatever hard things come up when the
time comes.

Matthew 6.25-26, 31-33
The Message



