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Cain and Abel
4 Now Adam had sexual relations with his wife, Eve, and she 
became pregnant. When she gave birth to Cain, she said, 
“With the LORD’s help, I have produced a man!” 2 Later she 
gave birth to his brother and named him Abel.
When they grew up, Abel became a shepherd, while Cain 
cultivated the ground. 3 When it was time for the harvest, Cain 
presented some of his crops as a gift to the LORD. 4 Abel also 
brought a gift—the best portions of the firstborn lambs from 
his flock. The LORD accepted Abel and his gift, 5 but he did not 
accept Cain and his gift. This made Cain very angry, and he 
looked dejected.

Genesis 4.1-5

The First Gifts to God 
(4 chapters in)

Funding The Local Church



Melchizedek Blesses Abram
17 After Abram returned from his victory over Kedorlaomer
and all his allies, the king of Sodom went out to meet him in 
the valley of Shaveh (that is, the King’s Valley).
18 And Melchizedek, the king of Salem and a priest of God 
Most High, brought Abram some bread and wine. 
19 Melchizedek blessed Abram with this blessing:
“Blessed be Abram by God Most High,

Creator of heaven and earth.
20 And blessed be God Most High,

who has defeated your enemies for you.”
Then Abram gave Melchizedek a tenth of all the goods he 
had recovered.

Genesis 14.17-20

The First Tithe
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30 “One-tenth of the produce of the land, whether grain from 
the fields or fruit from the trees, belongs to the LORD and must 
be set apart to him as holy… 32 Count off every tenth animal 
from your herds and flocks and set them apart for the LORD as 
holy.

Leviticus 27.30,32

20 And the LORD said to Aaron, “You priests will receive no 
allotment of land or share of property among the people of 
Israel. I am your share and your allotment. 21 As for the tribe of 
Levi, your relatives, I will compensate them for their service in 
the Tabernacle. Instead of an allotment of land, I will give 
them the tithes from the entire land of Israel.

Numbers 18.20-21

Tithes To God & He Provides For The Priests
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10 Bring all the tithes into the storehouse so there will be 
enough food in my Temple. If you do,” says the LORD of 
Heaven’s Armies, “I will open the windows of heaven for you. I 
will pour out a blessing so great you won’t have enough room 
to take it in! Try it! Put me to the test! 11 Your crops will be 
abundant, for I will guard them from insects and disease. Your 
grapes will not fall from the vine before they are ripe,” says 
the LORD of Heaven’s Armies. 12 “Then all nations will call you 
blessed, for your land will be such a delight,” says the LORD of 
Heaven’s Armies.

Malachi 3.10-12

The Blessing From Tithes
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19 “Don’t store up treasures here on earth, where moths eat 
them and rust destroys them, and where thieves break in and 
steal. 20 Store your treasures in heaven…

31 “So don’t worry about these things, saying, ‘What will we 
eat? What will we drink? What will we wear?’ 32 These things 
dominate the thoughts of unbelievers, but your heavenly 
Father already knows all your needs. 33 Seek the Kingdom of 
God above all else, and live righteously, and he will give you 
everything you need.

Matthew 6.19-20, 31-33

Jesus’ Teaching – Faith & Trust
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7 You must each decide in your heart how much to give. And 
don’t give reluctantly or in response to pressure. “For God 
loves a person who gives cheerfully.” 8 And God will generously 
provide all you need. Then you will always have everything you 
need and plenty left over to share with others.

2 Corinthians 9.7

Paul’s Teaching to The New Church in Greece
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9 Don’t you remember, dear brothers and sisters, how hard we 
worked among you? Night and day we toiled to earn a living so 
that we would not be a burden to any of you as we preached 
God’s Good News to you. 

1 Thessalonians 2.9

17 Elders who do their work well should be respected and paid 
well, especially those who work hard at both preaching and 
teaching. 18 For the Scripture says, “You must not muzzle an ox 
to keep it from eating as it treads out the grain.” And in 
another place, “Those who work deserve their pay!”

1 Timothy 5.17-18

Different Funding For Different Churches
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